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STATEMENT 

The practice of couples ‘living together,’ before marriage or without any intention of marriage has 
become widespread and reaching epidemic proportions.  This practice has now reached the unfortunate 
state of gaining increased acceptance and tolerance among our Catholic people. 

The Church cannot remain indifferent to this confusion of minds and relaxation of morals. 

The Presbyteral Council of the Diocese of Victoria, in session, with the Bishop presiding, expressed great 
concern over this matter and resolved to issue this statement. 

Those who live in this manner, not only violate the law of the Church, but the law of God, so frequently 
expressed in the Scriptures: “Do not deceive yourselves, no fornicators, idolators or adulterers will 
inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor 6:9) 

The so-called ‘living together’ has proven that it is not a preparation for marriage and contributes 
nothing to the well-being of the parties, should they enter marriage.  This behavior is an insult to the 
teaching of the Church, to membership in the Church and makes mockery of one of Christ’s great 
Sacraments. 

“Your body you know is the Temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you since you received Him from God.  
You are not your own property.  You have been paid for.  That is why you should use your body for the 
glory of God.” (1 Cor 6:18-20) 

Catholic couples who live this way are lovingly reminded by the Church, in the name of Christ, that their 
lives are seriously sinful.  They are encouraged to desist from these sinful ways and to return to living 
the full sacramental life of the Church, in sincere repentance, as the best preparation for marriage. 

Sexual intercourse is a moral and human good only within marriage.  Outside of marriage, it is seriously 
sinful.  For the Christian, therefore, premarital sex, extramarital sex, adultery or any acts of impurity are 
forbidden.  A Christian practices the virtue of chastity by cultivating modesty, avoiding pornography and 
indecent entertainment of every kind, and encouraging responsible public policies which accord respect 
to human sexuality. 

“Pastors of souls are obliged to ensure that their own parishes provide for Christ’s faithful, the 
assistance by which the married state is preserved in its Christian character and develops in perfection.” 
(Canon Law—C. 1063) 
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